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CODE iNTERPRETATION/POLICY

CodeNear Section of Code ~tle of Code Setion/Subsection/Policy

ZONING 59-A-5.33 ‘ ESTABLISHED BUILDING LINE

ORDINANCE 2004

StatementiBackground of Issue

This policy is written to clarify the method by which the established building line i:
=Iculated.

Division Interpretation/Policy

The established building line is the front yard building line which is greater than th~
minimum setback required for structures in a designated zone.

The established building line is required in the R*O, R-90, R-150, and R-200 zone:
(except R-200 zones with well and septic in the front.) for:

1. All new instruction of houses and main buildings
2. All proposed additions that extend beyond the front of the building.

Comer lots will have an established building line on both streets.

The promss for ~lculation of the established building line is as follows:
Identify all the main buildings that are within 300 feet of the side lot I;nes on th[
subject property that are, on the same side of the street, between intersecting street:
and in the same block as the subject property.

‘or each building within 300 of the subject property exclude:
i. The subject property
ii. Buildings on corner lots
Ill. Buildings subject to a front yard variana
iv. Buildings with a nonconforming front setback
v. Buildings set back less than the required minimum front yard setback
vi. Illegal buildings.
vii. Houses on pipe stem or flag shaped lots
. .

Vlll. Houses on lots not meeting the minimum width at the minimum fronl
setback.



Measure the shortest distance from the front property line of each building to it’s
nearest

i. Foundation wall
ii, Cantilevered floor
,..
Ill. Open steps, stoop, terrace or covered porch projecting more than 9 feet

into the established building line setback
iv. Bay window or vestibule more than 10 feet in width projecting more than

3 feet into the established building line setback.

The measurement must be taken at a 90 degree angle from the front property line.
This measurement is the front yard setback for that building.

Add all of the front yard setbacks together and divide by the number of houses
included in your calculation. The result is the established building line.

An example is attached.
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